
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOE DIALOGUE | Weekly Message from Superintendent Ritz 
April 28, 2014 

 

Standards Adoption 

I am pleased to announce the State Board of Education adoption of college-and-career 

ready Indiana Academic Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. Thank 

you to all the educators who participated in this process. Below is a link to the standards 

and a link to a survey.  The purpose of the  survey is to assess the needs of teachers and 

schools as they prepare to transition to Indiana Academic Standards for English Language 

Arts & Mathematics (2014).  

Link to college-and-career ready Indiana Academic Standards for English Language Arts 

and Mathematics 

http://www.doe.in.gov/standards/indiana-academic-standards-englishlanguage-arts-and-

mathematics-2014 

Link to standards implementation survey 

http://form.jotformpro.com/form/40693947770972 

Video Message to Educators 

Please share the following video with educators in your schools. This is my third quarter 

message regarding the adoption of standards, policy initiatives and the importance of 

students engaging in summer reading through the Hoosier Family of Readers initiative.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8i3YlACKbk 

IREAD3 Data Release 

We anticipate the public release of school level data this week. 

FIRST Robotics Competition 

Last Friday, I had the pleasure to attend the FIRST Robotics Competition in St. Louis to 

cheer on our ten Indiana teams. The teams were from the following Indiana cities: 

Anderson, Carmel, Fishers, Fort Wayne, Huntington, Kokomo, Mishawaka, Munster, 

Portland and Terre Haute. I know many schools participate in robotics competitions and the 

Department supports these STEM activities with great pride. INCLUDE PICTURES 

FROM CORY 

 

 

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe241579736d0d7c741774&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe241579736d0d7c741774&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe231579736d0d7c741775&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe221579736d0d7c741776&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=


Keep in touch.  Feel free to leave comments at doecomm@doe.in.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Glenda Ritz, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

NOTE: * indicates data information requirements for ALL public schools, including 

charter schools. 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
(Saint Louis Robotics Competition) 

  

 

Memorandum 
 

Invitation to join cadre of AdvanceED Review Teams 
The Indiana Department of Education and AdvancED are creating a cadre of distinguished school 
and system practitioners to support and help lead the Diagnostic Review process in several Indiana 
schools and districts during September 2014. This cadre of school and system educators will serve 
alongside IDOE and AdvancED staff to examine school/system data, leadership, learning 
conditions, as well as policies, practices, curriculum, and culture that promote student learning. 
 
By using current practitioners to serve in the role of Diagnostic Review Evaluators, we will help 
build state-wide leadership capacity to accelerate student performance, enhance school and 
system effectiveness, and realize our common strategic goals of college and career readiness for 
every student.      
 
Diagnostic Review Evaluators will be asked to: 

mailto:doecomm@doe.in.gov


 Participate in one day (6 hours) of training led by AdvancED staff 
o Training Dates: 

 NW IN, July 28, 2014   (location to be determined) 
 Indianapolis, July 17, 2014          (location to be determined) 
 NE IN, August 5, 2014          (location to be determined) 

o All travel expenses for the training, including meals, mileage and lodging, will be 
reimbursed 

o Additional on-line training (1-2 hours)   

 Participate in all aspects of at least one Diagnostic Review including: 
o Two virtual team meetings (approximately one hour each) prior to the on-site 

review 
o Examination of documents, diagnostics, etc. in preparation for the on-site review 
o Collaboration with other team members to determine findings and communicate 

results through a written report 

 Diagnostic Reviews are three day on-site visits (typically Sunday evening through 
Wednesday afternoon) 

o Participants on a Diagnostic Review Team will earn PGPs 
o 2014 Diagnostic  Reviews are scheduled for September 
o All travel expenses for the Diagnostic Reviews will be reimbursed  

To apply for Diagnostic Review Evaluator, complete the attached application  and email it 
to lcraig@advanc-ed.org no later than May 20, 2014.  For assistance, contact Lori Craig in the 
AdvancED Indiana Office at 800-468-7405.  

MEMORANDUM: Diploma Seals and Congratulatory Letters Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors, and Core 40 with Technical Honors diploma seals will be mailed to schools during the 
second week of May.  Please alert those who receive your mail to look for these seals.  Unfortunately if your 
seals are misplaced, we will not be able to re-send orders. Core 40 with Academic Honors and Technical 
Honors congratulatory letters from Superintendent Ritz are available for downloading and printing at: 
https://dc.doe.state.in.us/DOEOnline/Login.aspx 

 To access this URL, you will need your school's Corp # and User id. 

 To obtain your school's Corp # and User id, you will need to contact your school's Superintendent's 
Office. 

 IDOE - High School Counselor community in the Learning Connection 

Core 40 with Technical Honors 

Core 40 with Academic Honors 

Please direct questions to Amanda Culhan at aculhan@doe.in.gov or Audra Hacker at 

ahacker@doe.in.gov.  

MEMORANDUM: Last week the Indiana School Safety Specialist Academy concluded 

their trainings for the 2013-2014 school year by hosting both the Advanced and Basic 

Academies.  The events drew nearly 1200 educators and law enforcement officers together 

for training on best practices to prevent, respond, and recover from potential safety issues 

in our schools 

The Basic Training took place April 24, with over 500 attendees to review national issues 

in school safety as presented by international lecturer Lt. Col. David 

Grossman.  Additionally, participants also received materials and information from two 

Indiana educators; Dr. Ken Folks (Superintendent of East Allen County Schools) and 

Christie Thomas (Principal from Hamilton Southeastern Schools) who reviewed the 

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe211579736d0d7c741777&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
mailto:lcraig@advanc-ed.org?subject=RE:%20Diagnostic%20Review%20Teams
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe1f1579736d0d7c741779&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe271579736d0d7c741070&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe261579736d0d7c741071&ls=fdc815717562047a7413767162&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8c16787063007d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
mailto:aculhan@doe.in.gov
mailto:ahacker@doe.in.gov


importance of collaboration amongst schools and law enforcement, and the importance of 

safety reviews and drills in our schools. 

The Advanced Training took place over a two day period on April 22-3, with over 700 

attendees.  These participants were provided training from a variety of national and local 

experts, including John-Michael Keyes from the I Love You Guys Foundation, and Kaitlin 

Roig who heroically saved fifteen children with her quick actions during the 2012 attack at 

Sandy Hook Elementary School.  This training also included a live active shooter 

demonstration from the Indiana State Police  

The School Safety Specialist Academy will offer over a dozen training opportunities during 

the 2014-2015 school year, including regional trainings that are available to educators and 

law enforcement officers/first responders.  Registration for next year's Basic Training will 

be posted in mid-May, and a full menu of trainings for next year will be posted before the 

end of summer. 

For more information contact David Woodward at dwoodwar@doe.in.gov or 317-232- 

6975 

MEMORANDUM: The Hoosier Family of Readers is an initiative to build a culture of 

readers in the state of Indiana.  But in order to read, kids need books! That's why the 

Hoosier Family of Readers is excited to partner with nonprofit First Book to help you and 

your Family of Readers access brand new, free and low-cost books. First Book 

(www.firstbook.org) is a nonprofit social enterprise that distributes tens of millions of new books and 
educational resources every year to schools serving children in need nationwide. For more information contact 
the First Book Help Team at (800) READ-NOW or help@firstbook.org. 

  
  

 

Information From Other Agencies 
 

The Richmond Art Museum of Richmond, Indiana has partnered with the Indiana State 

Museum for the 8th Annual Phantoscope High School Film Festival. The festival will be 

held at the Indiana State Museum on Friday, May 2, 2014 at 5:30PM. Tickets can be 

purchased for $5.00 for general public and $3.00 for students/RAM Members, by calling 

317.232.1637 or ordering online at http://www.indianamuseum.org/events/details/id/1155. 

Limited seating available. 

  
  

 

Legislative Updates 
 

For updates, check out the IDOE Facebook  page and follow us on Twitter. 
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